
 

 

Taking Action 
 

Over the past weeks, students across the United States have been 
taking a stand, demanding that their voices be heard in the national 
conversation about school violence. A national student walkout is 
being planned for Wednesday, March 14, at 10:00 am.  
 
Our student government has organized a voluntary event, to take 
place on our campus, in solidarity with the national student 
movement. They shared this statement about their participation: 
“​This is real and affecting our lives right now.  We want to participate in 
this event to raise awareness of safety issues at school and society, 
provide unity in our school around an issue that many students want to 
address, to bring awareness to congress and ask for real change with 
school safety in the U.S.” 
 
At Franklin, ​action is one of our Habits of Scholarship. This gets 
interpreted in the classroom as actions that improve student 
academic learning, such as coming prepared to class. This is an 
important aspect of this Habit, something that students can practice 
and learn. But the true intent behind this Habit is that students learn 
to take action as citizens, that they recognize their power to create 
change. It is central to the mission of our school to allow students 
the opportunity to participate, to lead, to lend their voices to this 
student movement.  
 
The Student Government Plan is very simple. At 10:00 am, March 14, 
students who wish to participate will quietly and respectfully gather 
outside. They will observe 17 minutes of silence, recognizing the 
victims of the Parkland shooting. Several student representatives 
will speak. Students will return to their classrooms by 10:25 am. 
Students who do not participate will remain in classrooms, with 
teacher supervision.  
 
As teachers and administrators, we are allowing students to take the 
lead, while providing  support to ensure that their actions follow our 
school norms. Two of these norms are particularly important for this 
student action:”Lead with Positive Intention”, and “Act with 

Important Dates 
 

Jan  8 - March 31 

Open Enrollment for 2018 

Sat, March 10, 7 pm 

“Room to Grow” Gala & Silent 
Auction 

Mon, March 12 

AB Tech College Visit 

Tues, March 13, 6 pm 

Board of Directors meeting 

Wed, March 14, 2 - 5 pm 

Attendance Make Up Session 

Wed, March 21 - Student Led 
Conferences - Grades 5, 6, 7, 9, 
11. Grades 8, 10, 12 regular 
schedule 

Mon, March 19, 3:45 pm 

School Improvement Team 

Thurs, March 22, 5:30 pm 

Info Session for Prospective 
Families 

Tues, March 27, 6:30 pm 

Community Forum @ Bent 
Creek Baptist 

Wed, March 28, 2 - 5 pm 

Attendance Make Up Session 

Wed,, March 28, 5 - 8 pm 

Dine Out @ Chai Pani!  

Thurs, March 29 - 3:15/3:30 
dismissal - Weather make up 

Fri, March 30 - No School - 

https://www.franklinschoolofinnovation.org/admissions/


 

Compassion”. We will provide supervision before, during, and after 
the event.  
 
 
Warmly,  
Michelle Vruwink, Executive Director 

TWD 

April 2 - April 6: Spring Break - 
No School 

Tues, April 10, 6 pm 

Board of Directors Meeting  

Wed, April 11, 2 - 5 pm 

Attendance Make Up Session 

Thurs, April 12, 5 pm 

Enrollment Lottery (new families) 

 
 
 

“Room to Grow” Gala Event!  
Join us Saturday, March 10, to celebrate how far we’ve come and where we hope to grow! This fun 

event features a silent auction with amazing items, 50/50 raffle,  wine pull, great hors d’oeuvres, music 

by students and faculty,and a short presentation. Purchase tickets today! We may have tickets available 

at the door, but don’t take that chance - purchase ahead. The event will be held at The Cellar @ Isa’s 

Bistro, with convenient, complimentary valet parking right next door.  

PURCHASE TICKETS HERE! 

VIEW​ ​SILENT AUCTION ITEMS HERE! 

Can’t attend, but want to bid on the Silent Auction? Email the items you want, along with your highest 
bid, to ​breenle@charter.net​. 
 
We can’t wait to see you!  

Re-Enrollment for Returning Students - IMPORTANT! 
You should have received an email with a link to re-enroll your student(s) for the 2018-2019 school year. 

This year, re-enrollment is being completed through SchoolMint. This should make the process much 

easier, as most of the required information will already be in the forms. Many of you have completed the 

re-enrollment process. Thank you!  

 

https://www.franklinschoolofinnovation.org/product/room-grow-event-tickets/
https://www.franklinschoolofinnovation.org/wp-content/uploads/Room-to-Grow-Auction-Items.pdf
mailto:breenle@charter.net


 

If you have not yet completed the re-enrollment, please check your email for a message from 

SchoolMint. If you have not received a re-enrollment email, please contact Erinn Otten, 

eotten@thefsi.us​.  
 

It is important to complete the re-enrollment process to keep your spot for next year. If you have any 

questions, please contact Erinn at the email above, or at 828-318-8140.  

Sibling Applications 

Do you plan to enroll a sibling for next year? Please submit your application online! Returning students                                 

do not need to re-apply, but siblings apply through the online SchoolMint process.  ​Apply today!  

Open Enrollment - Jan 8 - March 31 
We are in the middle of Open Enrollment for the 2018-2019 school year, and we want your help! From                                     

our start, word of mouth has been our strongest marketing. You can help keep our school growing! Here                                   

are some easy ways you can help: 

● Post a yard sign! Stop by the office to pick up a sign, and post it proudly. This is especially helpful                                         

if you live along a well-traveled road. 

● Post flyers around town - your favorite coffee shop, your hair salon, the grocery store, the library                                 

- anywhere you hang out! Stop by the office and pick up a batch of flyers.  

● Invite friends to attend an Info Session or school tour. Tell them why you chose FSI for your                                   

student! Share what makes the school a good choice. See the calendar for tour & session dates. 

● Find us on Facebook​ and share our posts! You can help us increase our reach.  

 

Student Led Conferences - March 21 - Grades 5,6,7,9, and 11  
Our Spring Student Led Conferences will take place on Wednesday, March 21, for students in grades 5, 

6, 7, 9 and 11. Please note that students in these grades will not have a regular school day. They will 

attend school only during their Student Led Conference. You will receive information from your 

student’s Crew leader for an SLC time. 

 

Students in grades 8, 10, and 12 will have a regular Wednesday schedule. These students will 

participate in Passage Presentations or Senior Presentations. They will meet on March 21, with a 2:00 

release.  

 

We look forward to seeing you on SLC Day!  

mailto:eotten@thefsi.us
https://www.franklinschoolofinnovation.org/admissions/
https://www.facebook.com/FranklinSchoolofInnovation/


 

Movie Night! Friday, March 23 
Our student council is hosting a Movie Night! Friday, March 23, at Bent Creek Baptist Church Fellowship 

Hall. $5 for the event; bring additional cash for pizza and snacks!  

 

Middle School: 

Film: Incredibles 

Doors open at 4:30pm  

Movie starts at 5:00pm  

(Approx. 2 hours) 

 

High School: 

Film: Guardians of the Galaxies  

Doors open at 7:30pm  

Movie starts at 8:00pm  

(Approx. 2 hours) 

Community Forum on School Violence - March 27, 6:30 pm 
On Tuesday, March 27, from 6:30 - 8:00 pm, we will host a Community Forum on School Violence. We 

will meet at Bent Creek Baptist Church, in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Representatives from The Mediation Center will facilitate our conversation, and we have invited experts 

from law enforcement and mental health to talk with us all about what we can do together to keep our 

students safe, both physically and emotionally.  Thank you to everyone who completed our survey, to 

help us plan for this evening.  

A Delicious Way to Support Our School!  
Head on over to Chai Pani on Wednesday, March 28, 5:30 - 9:30 pm! 10% of dinner sales will go to 

support FSI!  

Attendance Make Up Sessions  
We offer Attendance Make Up Sessions for students with high numbers of absences. Students must 

bring homework or a book to read; cell phones and electronic devices will not be allowed. Students will 

have access to school Chromebooks for purposes of completing homework assignments. There is a $5 

fee for each Attendance Make Up Session.  Students must be present for the entire session to receive 

credit.  Make Up Sessions have been scheduled for March 14 and March 28. Beginning in April, after we 



 

return from spring break, Make Up Sessions will be held every Wednesday, 2 - 5 pm, through June 6. 

For more information on your student’s attendance please contact Angie Younger.   Student’s need to 

sign up and make payment for attendance make up sessions in the office prior to the session, 

Thunder Bolts! Athletics 
Spring sports season is underway, with Ultimate Frisbee and Girls Soccer. The first HS soccer match is 

Thursday, March 15, 5:30 pm at Mt. Pisgah. Come on out and support the Bolts!  

Save the Date! Founders’ Day & Mud Run 
Our Annual Founders’ Day & Mud Run Celebration is coming up! You will not want to miss this great 
afternoon of music, games, food, and most importantly - Mud! Mark your calendars for Sunday, April 22; 
rain date Sunday, May 6. More details coming soon! If you would like to help with this event, please 
email Nicole Phifer-Huett, nphiferhuett@thefsi.us .  

Reminders - Check Here for News You Missed!  

Visit our ​Website 
Did you know you can keep up with school events, teacher work dates, sports, and more on our school                                     
calendar? Need a school form for something (student driver, campus leave form, medical forms…)? Want                             
to check something in the school handbook? You’ll find all this, and much more, on our website! If you                                     
ever miss a monthly newsletter, we are posting them to the website, under the “Parent” tab.  
 
From time to time, we’ll feature blog posts with updates on what is happening at Franklin. If you have                                     
suggestions on ways we can communicate better, please reach out.  

How to Use Canvas 
There are two options for using Canvas as a parent.  
 
1. Use the Canvas App for Parents 

● Download the Canvas App for your device (it is free) 
● Create an account. You will enter your email address, and select a password 
● You will be prompted to add a student. Search for The Franklin School of Innovation. You will                                 

then be asked for your student’s UID and password. All students have been given their UID and                                 
passwords, and have received training on how to log on. Ask your student!  

● If your student does NOT know how to log into Canvas, we can help. Please check with your                                   
student before you email for help. Email me if your student cannot help you log on.  

 
2. Log onto Canvas (you will find a link to Canvas on our website!) with your student - you can create a                                           
parent account, but you will need your student’s log in information to create your account. Log on with                                   
your student and ask them to show you their courses, assignments, and grades. You determine how                               
often you want/need to log on with your student. 
 
If you have a question about your student’s grade in any specific class, please reach out to that teacher.                                     
They can best help you understand how your student is doing.  
 

https://www.franklinschoolofinnovation.org/
https://www.franklinschoolofinnovation.org/parents/canvas/


 

 



 


